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Celebrating Ken & Krishnan

Happy Teacher’s Day

It is the 58th year of the celebration

of Teacher’s Day and happens to be
our 2nd anniversary of celebrating
teachers and honouring their
contributions in shaping societies. As
we commemorate the birth of
Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan on this day,
we also pay our tribute to another
great educator who we lost recently –
Ser Ken Robinson.

Illustration: Subeer

“The end
product of Education
should be a free creative
man, who can battle
against historical
circumstances and
adversities of nature”
Dr Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan

2nd anniversary, 24 issues, 24 themes
and a plethora of educational ideas,
philosophies, practices and
resources… teacher’s concerns and
student voices, stakeholder’s
perspectives and school leader’s
choices.. we tried to bring it all to
you…
So cheers to every spirited being who
started with us; taking baby steps and
continues to walk alongside; shaping
the trajectory of social transformation
that education aims to bring.
Cheers to us and best wishes for the
years to follow… continues to walk
with us alongside; shaping the
trajectory of social transformation
that education is bringing. Cheers to
us and best wishes for the years to
follow…
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‘To Sir, With Love’: A tribute to Sir Ken Robinson
- Shraddha Ghumre

Image: Wikimedia
Commons

F

aced with a global pandemic, teachers,
students and parents are struggling to navigate the
challenges of the schooling system. This 5 th
September, on the occasion of Teacher’s day, we
remember a visionary teacher Sir Ken Robinson, who
died at the age of 70 on the 21st of August, 2020.
This Teacher’s day also happens to be the second
anniversary of TALL, our Newsmagazine - Teaching for
Lifelong Learning. Let us honour the modern doyen of
education by reflecting and acting on his wisdom and
insights.
"Our systems are outmoded. They make poor use of
people’s talents. And we can’t afford that socially,
culturally or economically anymore. We do need to
think very differently about how we educate kids",
said, Sir Ken Robinson, an educator, philosopher and a
humanist whose aspirational wisdom is still so alive in
the inspiring talks he gave and the insightful writings
he penned down.

Illustration: Subeer

Schooling cannot stigmatize mistakes. It is by
accepting mistakes and learning to work that
anything new will ever be conceptualized and build.
Be it an idea, an artefact, a machine, a literary piece,
a musical note, a dance step – they all need that fuel
of creativity. All these will come when mistakes are
celebrated.
Sir Ken said that we educate children out of thinking
how to deal with the unpredictability and the
dynamicity of the world we live in. He strongly
maintained that all the school system does is to kill
the very skills that will make kids make a place in the
world, more so make a world of their own. We kill
creativity in schools and this he considers as
important a skill as literacy.
He said that the education system instills in children
the fear of being wrong but if one is not prepared to
be wrong, one can never come up with anything
original and he strongly feels that children start that
way and then loose out as they become schooled.
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They come with the greatest appetite for learning but the
way we teach does not interest them, or connect to their
lives in the world.
The question then is should we be schooling at all? What
should we teach? How should we scaffold creativity in
children? How to create conditions so as to inculcate
divergent thinking?
We rest this tribute with what Sir Ken Robinson urged us all
– “Whether you’re a student, an educator, a parent, an
administrator, or a policymaker — you can be part of the
change. To do that, you need three forms of understanding:
a critique of the way things are, a vision of how they should
be, and a theory of change for how to move from one to the
other.”
We invite our readers to respond to this call and write to us
with their thoughts on novel ways to scaffold real education
in children. We look forward to hearing from you…
To know more about his educational ideas click here. Read
about the inspiring life of the great visionary here. Also,
listen to this Podcast, from the TeachersPD circle, as a
tribute to Sir Ken Robinson.

Khabar-enama
The CBSE Awards to Principals / Teachers
for the Academic Year 2019-20 has been
announced.
h"ps://drive.google.com/ﬁle/d/
1gqSyOEptPhmSF25zkazkOv8a7RosN3Th/
view?usp=sharing
The e-Harkara Portal has been developed
and implemented to ensure rapid
communicaDon between schools and CBSE’s
appropriate authoriDes.
h"ps://drive.google.com/ﬁle/d/
1JyQDouln3nQ9mhudAVDmr_eed1jJCx2H/
view?usp=sharing
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CBSE has released the list of selected
candidates under the Class X scholarship
scheme for single girl child for the year
2019.
h"ps://drive.google.com/ﬁle/d/
1Hk-3WgwEY6oCuCT5fA1R8zQouw32ya5
g/view?usp=sharing
CBSE has released Teacher Energized
Manuals (TERM) of Science and
MathemaDcs as a guideline on
‘Competency Based Learning’ for the
academic session 2020-21.
h"ps://drive.google.com/ﬁle/d/1PQ3Kj2lMOlnKgpUTModUMKo951HSwex/
view?usp=sharing
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मस्ती की पाठशाला !! हम जो खाते हैं …
- वागीश के. झा

Image: Cover, Food and Agriculture Organisation UN,
Activity Book

मेरा क्लास दो गुटों में बट गया था।
और, इस कक्षा का िशक्षक होने के
नाते मैं खुशी से नाच उठा था। आप
सोच रहे होंगे िक यह क्या बात हुई क्लास में दो गुट हो जाने पर टीचर
खुश हो! ऐसा कैसे और क्यों? बस
थोड़ी दे र मे रे साथ रिहए और
आपको खुद समझ में आ जाएगा।
तो ये बात शुरू हुई थी झीनी के
सवाल से। उसने कहा िक मधु यानी
हनी वनस्पित-आधािरत यानी प्लांटबेस्ड भोजन है। जबिक क्लास के

अिधकांश बच्चे इसे पशु-आधािरत यानी एिनमल-बेस्ड भोजन बता रहे थे।
अपनी बात के पक्ष में झीनी ने दो बातें कहीं एक, िक मधुमक्खी तो कीट पतंग है, तो उसे जानवर कैसे कह सकते हैं?
दू सरा, ये िक मधु क्या है? वह फूलों का पराग है, जो मधुमक्खी तो बस जमा करती है। तो इसिलए मधु को प्लांट-बेस्ड
भोजन माना जाना चािहए।
झीनी का यह कहना था िक क्लास में पहले तो सन्नाटा छा गया। थोड़ी देर में कानाफूसी शुरू हुई जो बाद में शोरगुल में बदल
गई। कई दू सरे बच्चे झीनी की इस बात से असहमित जताने लगे।
"मधु फूलों के पराग से बनता है, यह सही है। लेिकन क्या तुम परागों को इकट्ठा कर लोगी तो मधु बन जाएगा? मधुमक्खी परागों
को इकट्ठा करती है और उसके मुंह में जाकर उसका लार िमलता है, तब वह मधु में बदलता है। इसिलए मधु को प्लांट-बेस्ड नहीं
एिनमल-बेस्ट फूड कहना सही होगा।" राघव ने अपनी बात िवस्तार से रखी।
"अच्छा, तो िफर दही जो गाय, भैंस के दू ध में जामन दे कर मेरी मां बनाती है, तो दही को मनुष्य-आधािरत भोजन कहना चािहए?"
झीनी ने अपना तकर् रखा।
कुछ बच्चों को झीनी की बात सही लगी। वे लोग एक साथ हो िलए। और िफर जो हंगामा शुरू हुआ िक क्या बताएं …
लेिकन और दो िवरोधी िवचारों के आपसी बातचीत के बाद जो िनकल कर आया वह िकसी भी िशक्षक के िलए अनोखे सुख और
खुशी की बात थी। चिलए शुरू से बताते हैं आपको पूरी कहानी …
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Jitsi Meet – An open-source solution that
helps teachers in conducting online classes
- Partha Ghosh

Jitsi is a collection of free and opensource multi-platform voice (VoIP),
video-conferencing and instant
messaging applications for web
platforms, Windows, Linux, macOS,
iOS and Android under the Jitsi
project. One can share their desktop
and presentations and can invite
new members for videoconferencing
with just a link. It can be used by
downloading the app or directly in
any recent browser.

Jitsi meet is freely
available to use through the url
https://meet.jit.si/.
The app can be downloaded
on Smartphones and Tablets
using the url
https://jitsi.org/#download.
Most users prefer to use Google
Play store, Apple Store, F-Droid

Ms. Anju, a Biology teacher, was sharing her
experience of conducting online classes in the current
pandemic situation. She shared that the student
strength of her online class is around 120 as she has
combined all the 3 sections of the class. She expressed
her anxiety about the existing platform that it would be
freely available till 30th September 2020 only, when
connecting with more than 100 students
simultaneously. In a situation like this, an alternative for
all the teachers like Anju ma’am is an open-source
solution called Jitsi Meet.
Salient
features of
Jitsi Meet
• Number of simultaneously connected users is not limited.
• No account is required either to initiate or to join a meeting.

Initiator has to share a meeting code with the participants and this
can be done by any means of communication.

• Possibility of Screen sharing.
• Raising hands / Nod option is available.
• Exchange of messages and emojis amongst the participants during

the video-conference through an integrated chat box.

• Any person creating chaos can be removed easily from the

meeting.

• A Participant can choose a personalized name for each meeting.
• Private messaging during videoconference is possible.

If a teacher / meeting initiator
wants to integrate calendar for
scheduling upcoming sessions, only
then is s/he required to login
through Google / Microsoft
account.
Please visit the following YouTube
link to get a live demonstration of

• Live streaming of the session is possible.
• Allows session recording.
• A single action to mute all the participants (“Mute everyone”).
• Ability to manage the video quality in case of bandwidth issues.
• A common password can be assigned to all the participants to join

the meeting.

• End-to-End encryption is possible by setting up a security key.
• Several video conferences can be launched at the same time

without any time limit.

• One can keep a track of the amount of time each participant

speaks during the meeting.
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Literacy and the challenges of NEP 2020
- Dr Neha Singh
Image:
UNESCO
Institute for
Lifelong
Learning,
Literacy Day
commemoration

A

lifelong literacy journey begins with baby
steps. All children deserve the opportunity to learn,
acquire skills, and a space to discover different
ways of seeing the world. A child doesn't become
literate overnight.We need to give them care;
provide them room to learn; spark their interest;
celebrate their queries and, thus, inspire and
encourage them. We should stimulate their
curiosity; give them a space so that they can shape
their nascent and emerging ideas. We should value
their imaginative and creative faculties. Today,
literacy is not only about the ability to read and
write. But it is also about being able to think
critically, solve complex problems, be skilled in
technology and sensitive towards other people and
cultures. It is about giving respect to diversity.
International Literacy Day is celebrated on
September 8 and its main objective is to make
people aware of the importance of literacy.
UNESCO observed the need to endorse campaigns
that will help people realize the importance of
literacy issues and the day was initiated to explore
the approaches, skills, and other competencies
required for the holistic development of a child.

UN's Sustainable Development Goals, SDG-4, have
also emphasized the idea that young people should
achieve basic literacy and numeracy skills.
UNESCO's objective is to promote literacy as a
medium to empower individuals and communities.
Think of any of these - gender inequality, poverty
or population growth, literacy is the key to
overcome all the stated problems.
This years’ International Literacy Day (2020) theme
is- “Literacy teaching and learning in the COVID-19
crisis and beyond.” Given the unprecedented crises
facing the education system, this year focuses
especially on the role of educators and changing
pedagogies. The theme highlights literacy learning in
a lifelong learning perspective, and therefore, mainly
focuses on youth and adults.
Amidst this, the New Education Policy (NEP) 2020
has been unveiled by the government of India. It lays
down the roadmap of education in India in a new
light. Varied responses have come regarding the
implications of this education policy from different
quarters of the education fraternity. The NEP 2020
envisages some radical changes in terms of teaching
methodologies, curriculum, and assessment patterns.
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To ensure literacy for all, NEP lays the foundation
for increasing the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER).
How can GER be increased in the face of the
challenges now further complicated by our shifting
society in the face of pandemic? How can literacy
lay the foundations for lifelong learning?

What perspectives does NEP 2020 adopt with
regard to building literacy? Is foundational
literacy sufficient for holistic development of
children? Keeping these questions in minds, let us
take a close look at NEP 2020 with regards to its
position on literacy. To read further click here.

PUZZLE The 2 Door dilemma
Talking about our central theme celebrating Creativity, here is
one interesting puzzle to fuel the creative genius within you..
So, don’t take long and hop in directly …
You approach two talking doors.
One door leads to the City of
Truth, while the other door leads
to the City of Liars. You do not
know which door is which. You
are able to ask only one question to determine which door is
which. The door that leads to the City of Liars always speaks
lies, while the door that leads to the City of Truth always
speaks the truth. You want to go to the City of Truth. What
question do you ask to determine which door leads to the City
of Truth?

Answer to the previous issue puzzle- Algebraic Maze
Well, this wasn’t the usual one solution puzzle. You would be
surprised to know that there are a total of 9 possibilities for the first
box, 8 for the second, 7 for the third one and the last one has only
one solution. Watch this Youtube video to work the details out –

h"ps://youtu.be/WiB2_dXSSMg?list=PLDZcGqoKA84GuSwWYtojabpNUR8w_hy6l

T
a
L
L

Kitabghar
Vol.III No.IX

September 2020

A Map capturing the Opera of
Nature, Geography and Culture

- Vagish Jha

T

“ he carbon in your breath will become cornstalks,
then the muscles of a mighty bull, and then the
twitching whiskers of a fox.”1
I wrote this line on the blackboard. My students of
class VI thought it was again one of those weird
things I may do occasionally.
What if I told you that the water in your body once
flowed down the Nile?
Would you believe that the salt in your sweat and
tears eroded out of the rocks of Earth’s crust?
Or the Sulphur of the protein molecules in your
hair and muscles was spewed out by volcanoes?
Imagine, the calcium in your teeth was mined from
rocks by mushrooms?
And, some of the iron in your blood has been
drawn from inside the earth by the spinach you ate
last night.
As I was saying one sentence after the other, I could
see an unbelieving glint in the eyes of my students.
Suddenly, one of the students spoke.
“How nice! Is it the script of a new play that we will
be doing, Sir” asked Sayara with a wide smile on
her face?
No, this is the Opera of life - a live interplay of the
elements of Geography. None of the things I said in
the beginning are a figment of my imagination.
They are the truth that this symphony of Geography
will unveil if we care to look at them beyond the
dry maps or trite description in our textbooks.
Are you ready for the journey? I asked my class.

Yessss, pat came the reply in unison.
I had promised the moon but I knew this was not
easy! I proceeded cautiously lamenting in my heart
the dearth of learning resources in Geography
which could see ‘relationships in a complex
landscape’ and ask interesting questions. And, I
came across this amazing map of Maharashtra by
Yemuna Sunny (Nature Society Series, Eklavya Pub.).

Illustration: Subeer

Maps that we teach reduce vibrant cities / towns/
villages/ rivers/ mountains into lifeless dots and lines.
Students who look at the physical map of India never
realize that to use Sunil Amrith’s words2, “the
geography of empire in India was sculpted by wind and
water”. The geography we teach is about resource
mapping and territorial claims untouched by student’s
experiences. So, for a conventional map of
Maharashtra, Sahyadri simply looks like a variegated
patch of colour running in the middle. But this is a
refreshingly different map. Look at this amazingly
illustrated map that looks like a colourful painting.
Look carefully and you see this mountain range
dividing Maharashtra into dry and wet zones. But why
is it so? Can you imagine finding a person making
Chappal in this map? And, as we look a little carefully,
we realize that it is Kolhapur, famous for its Chappal,
depicted here.
We teach that Maharashtra is a major producer of
cotton because of its black clayey soil. Once a child
looking at a map showing black soil with some deep
colour patch running through Maharashtra asked, “Sir,
don’t we have any city or habitation here?”.

1.Stager Curt, Your Atomic Self, the invisible elements that connect you to everything else in the universe, Thomas Dunne, 2014
2.Amrith Sunil, Unruly waters, How mountain rivers and monsoon have shaped south Asia’s history, Allen Lane, 2018

T
a
L
L

Vol.III No.IX

September 2020

But a map showing soil type omits all other details making any
visualization of the intricate interplay of the socio, economic,
cultural and geographical factors impossible. This map tells us
about Dharavi as one of the most densely populated areas in the
world. It also mentions Warly painting and asks pertinent
questions like - “do you think it is a wise practice to cultivate crops
like sugarcane in dry areas?”.
Thus, it is not just a map that delineates resources and boundaries
but helps students to visualize the vibrant interplay of different
elements like crop, crafts and industries, rearing of animal,
mountains and arts among others. In a nutshell, this is delight of a
resource for a teacher who wants to bring geography alive by
using this map that seeks to “blend cartography and art, nature
and society, information and criticality, map and text and
knowledge and change.”
Nature Activity Series, Maharashtra (Cover)
Eklavya Publications

Rubaroo - WHY WE
YAWN ?

Illustration: Subeer
- Shraddha Ghumre

I

s there a common language for yawning? How do
you yawn? What is yawning? Why do we yawn? Aren’t
these questions, almost every one of us would have given
a thought each time we would have yawned or seen
somebody doing so. Well, this issue of Rubaroo will take
you through the world of Yawning and in the process
attempt to answer some of these questions. As always the
interesting question comes from amongst our learners
who have been reaching out to us through our Geneo
mentor app to voice it out.
A yawn is simply a reflex that involves increased intake of
oxygen and expiration of CO2. It is controlled by the
spinal cord mostly. Some researchers propose that
yawning is due to decreased partial pressure of oxygen in
blood, this is detected by the carotid body lying in the
junction of internal and external carotid arteries (has

chemoreceptors to detect concentration of chemicals
in the blood.)
When the O2 conc. is decreased, the sinus (innervated
by the glossopharyngeal nerve sends a signal to the
respiratory centre to increase the rate of respiration.
There are many hypotheses regarding yawning, but so
far no tangible mechanism has been drawn out to
conclusion. Let's take a glance on few plausible
theories.
Yawning is even seen in fetuses and many of the
vertebrates like cats, dogs, chimpanzees etc. It is a
primitive act and has evolutionary significance, rather
than just an external manifestation of boredom.
Yawning is not always a benign act .It can also be a sign
of diseases like brainstem hypoxia (although it is an
extremely rare cause).
How many times did you yawn or resist yawning while
reading this? Well if you did, yawning
is contagious….Stretch out, walk around and a few
deep breaths until its gone…
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A guide to scholarships, awards, honours and prizes...
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Reader’s Response
“This tall newsletter encompasses the multiple
facets of learning- by decoding and studying the
expression of learners beyond just right and
wrong, emphasizing on writing skill which
empowers one and all, how learning has
expanded and evolved digitally breaking the
confines of four walls especially during this
pandemic times. Commendable write-ups
furnishing abundant information for betterment ,
progress and amelioration of not just learners but
educators as well.”
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Ms Preeti Verma, TGT (English), Rajkiya Sarvodaya
Vidyalaya, Kiran Vihar, Delhi

“I really appreciate the way you are trying to share the
thoughts best for online teaching and learning. I am glad to
inform you that I like the methods you are trying to share.
What I found most interesting in the newsletter is the
Google Classroom where we can explore our lesson plans
more easily. Again the steps of teaching mentioned in the
earlier part of the newsletter are best way of teaching as we
are already using these methods in our class. The crossword
puzzle is a good exercise for the students to develop their
vocabulary in English. The approach to develop the writing
skills is the other thing I found interesting in the newsletter.
But I have not used K-class SolutionX till now. Finally I
want to say that this is a good process of learning.”
Chitra Ranjan Boah, Supplementary Teacher, Schoolnet
India Ltd
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Something to think about …
Once upon a time the animals decided they must do something decisive to meet the
increasing complexity of their society. They held a meeting and finally decided to organize
a school.
The curriculum consisted of running, climbing, swimming and flying. Since these were the
basic behaviours of most animals, they decided that all the students should take all the
subjects.
The duck proved to be excellent at swimming, better in fact, than his teacher. He also did
well in flying. But he proved to be very poor in running. Since he was poor in this subject,
he was made to stay after school to practice it and even had to drop swimming in order to
get more time in which to practice running. He was kept at this poorest subject until his
webbed feet were so badly damaged that he became only average at swimming. But
average was acceptable in the school, so nobody worried about that – except the duck. The
rabbit started at the top of her class in running, but finally had a nervous breakdown
because of so much make-up time in swimming – a subject she hated. The squirrel was
excellent at climbing until he developed a psychological block in flying class, when the
teacher insisted he start from the ground instead of from the tops of trees. He was kept at
attempting to fly until he became muscle-bound – and received a C in climbing and a D in
running. The eagle was the school’s worst discipline problem; in climbing class, she beat all
of the others to the top of the tree used for examination purposes in this subject, but she
insisted on using her own method of getting there.
The rodents, of course, stayed out of school and fought the tax levied for education
because digging was not included in the curriculum. They apprenticed their children to the
badger and later joined the groundhogs and eventually started a school offering
alternative education.
- A student, University of Tokyo
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